
 
 
Dear Friends and Supporters: 
 
It is with profound regret that The Nikki Hospice Foundation for Pets must announce 
that the Fourth International Symposium on Animal Hospice Care will not be held at 
the end of July this year, as originally planned. This was a heart-felt and difficult, but 
necessary decision that ultimately needed to be made to ensure that the quality of the 
event would not be compromised, and to give us some much-needed time for respite, 
reflection and healing. Serious health issues affecting my husband Gianfranco’s health, 
which began early in 2013, have been the primary reason for this postponement. 
Although I am glad to report that his situation has now dramatically improved, I am 
still currently on extended sabbatical leave in order to complete a book manuscript for 
my academic institution—a commitment I was unable to fulfill over the course of the 
last year, given the circumstances of my husband’s life-threatening condition and my 
need to request intermittent family medical leave.  
 
We now have every reason to believe, however, that the FISAHC will be held in late 
summer of 2015 (barring unforeseen and unexpected complications, of course) when 
The Nikki Hospice Foundation for Pets will again be joining the California Holistic 
Veterinary Medical Association to bring you a renewed and synergetic conference 
with a new name, a new venue and a new format. Postponing the conference to 2015 
will also allow us to welcome you to the greatly-expanded and renovated campus of 
California State University Maritime, where recent construction projects will finally be 
completed and you can enjoy the water-side beauty of a university whose love for 
animals shines through its marine biology curriculum, service dog projects, 
community partnerships with local hospice programs and the SPCA, the annual Pet 
Remembrance Candle Lighting, and an officially-recognized feral cat colony on its 
very premises.  
 
We know that so many of you were eagerly looking forward to this fourth symposium, 
and we deeply apologize for any inconvenience this deferral may have caused you. 
Rest assured that we will do our best to bring our conference plans to full fruition in 
2015, so that you can all attend what we hope will be one of our best conferences ever. 
We therefore ask that you bear with us as we begin to look forward with hope to a 
kinder and brighter year, an enriched event, and an extraordinary location. In the 
meantime, we wish all of you—as well as your families and your companion animals—
health and happiness throughout the remainder of 2014. Please know that you are all 
very precious to us, each and every one of you, for you are the life and blood of this 
wonderful movement, and without your contribution, your presence and your earnest 
desire to advance the cause of animal hospice, there would be no symposium.  

 
With my love, admiration and respect, 

 
Kathryn D. Marocchino, PhD, FT 
President and Founder 
The Nikki Hospice Foundation for Pets 

 
    
 
                      


